
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Forum meeting was held at Harrogate District Hospital and Mark Hopley, CVS 
Deputy Director welcomed 22 representatives from a range of agencies and thanked 
Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust for sponsoring the event.  
 
The theme of the meeting was ‘How are local organisations changing their 
practices to meet the needs of all communities in the Harrogate District?’ 
 
Louise Cousins, Minority Ethnic Development Worker gave an update on her 
work to present; which includes …….. 
 
Harrogate District Panel 
The project is supporting the recruitment of BME Community members onto 
Harrogate District Panel and is also working alongside David Wilburn from NWA 
Research to boost BME participation in the NYCC Citizens Panel. 
 
Public Health Meeting 
Louise had met with Wendy Bradley and Ann Morris from the Public Health Team to 
examine now the project could help health partners engage with hard to reach 
individuals and groups.  Ann is new team leader for North Yorkshire of the T.B 
Team. The project worker also attends regional migrant workers health group.  
 
Library 
A Polish Story Time was held in Harrogate Library and other libraries in North 
Yorkshire, the events were well attended with new migrant worker parents. 
 
Salford University Housing Needs Assessment Questionnaire 
North This study was aimed at recruiting migrant workers across the Harrogate 
District.  Louise helped ensure the figures for Harrogate District were reached. 
 

Finding Sanctuary Conference, Sheffield City Hall 
The project was represented at this Regional Conference, Jeremy Oppenheim from 
UK Borger Agency, believes more thought should be put into where to disperse 
refugees to, due to increased pressures it can place on public to help address the 
service provision to support these individuals.   
 

Every Migrant Matters Conference, Sheffield University 
Jonathan Ellis from the Refugee Council stated the key priority is destitution of failed 
Asylum Seekers.  48% of those at the end of the assessment process and denied a 
visa cannot go to their home country due to it being unsafe.  Failed Asylum Seekers 
aren’t allowed to work and are only entitled to receive vouchers of £35 p.w per 
person.   
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Future Proof BME Report: Pertinent Findings 
The report suggests the marketing of resources needs to be looked at, around 
schools, libraries, food shops. Catherine Ramsden, Asda Customer Planning 
Manager at ethnic foods department enhanced on this idea in her presentation at the 
July Forum and shared Asda’s findings of growing migrant workers in North Yorks. 
The report draws attention to the 56 ethnic groups in North Yorkshire. 
North Yorkshire’s Welcome Pack and cards advertising the pack are already in other 
languages.  The report goes further and suggests looking at drop in sessions at the 
libraries once a month, both on the morning and early evening.  

 

New arrivals perspective 
Two local colleagues gave their personal perspective on life in the Harrogate District 
from a new arrivals perspective. Whilst both Dzmity and Ursula have been settled in 
the UK for some time they both reported that many of the issues they faces some 
time ago are the same as those encountered by new arrivals today. Both 
emphasised the importance of making it easier to access information and public 
services.  Dzmitry Karpuk who is from Belorussia has been in UK 10 years from a 
Non European Union Country Member and who is an Economic Migrant. Ursula 
Nowis who is from Poland has been in UK for 19 years, reflected on being a new 
arrival and a Mum to young children. 
 

Fire and Rescue Service 
A community football event is planned for Saturday 19 September 2009 at Ripon 
Leisure Centre from 1pm until 4pm where Migrant workers will play Fire Fighters.  
There has been recent media interest in the National Press in regards to adaptor 
plugs scheme.  This scheme has been ongoing on North Yorkshire for well over a 
year. 
  

Community Health Day on Saturday 6 June  
The Harrogate and District Minority Ethnic Project with sponsorship from NHS North 
Yorkshire and York, held a Community Health Day on Saturday 6th June at The 

Friends Meeting House.  More 
than 20 agencies were 
represented on the day offering 
advice to new arrivals in 
Harrogate District.  The Deputy 
Mayor, Cllr Robert Windass with 
his wife accompanying him, 
visited the event and met with the 
stall holders and migrant workers 
who were seeking information.  
Pat Sloss, Public Engagement    
Manager for NHS North 
Yorkshire and York said, “Its 
great to see so many agencies 
working together and that health 

needs for some of the hard to reach groups are being addressed”. 
 
The Next Minority Ethnic Forum has been arranged for Wednesday 21 October, 
10am – 2.00pm at Harrogate Fire Station. For further information contact Carol 
Gaiger at Harrogate CVS 01423 504074 email carol@Harrogate.org.  
 
Coming in next newsletter are the results from the Minority Ethnic Forums study of 
service provision and housing needs assessment. 

For further information about the Minority Ethnic Development Project contact  
Louise Cousins at Harrogate CVS 01423 504074 email Louise@harrogate.org 

 


